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Mr Crosland, in preparing this new edition, has found it unnecessary
to revise the substance of the argument and has concentrated on
shortening the book; this he has succeeded in doing without losing
anything of importance.
'the future of socialism is very good indeed. It is within its
chosen field exhaustive, written with a professional economic, political
and sociological equipment, and illuminated by touches of wit; the
product of a cultivated and humane intelligence. It is a major work
and no one must in future take part in the current and, I trust,
growing and continuing controversy on Socialism, without having
read it.*—john strachey, New Statesman
4He eschews expediency and proclaims ethical principles for his
politics, like the first fine Christian Socialists in the last century, or
the late-lamented Evan Durbin in this. Secondly he has, accordingly,
the courage of his convictions, and scant respect for the wan, worn,
weak dogmas of British Socialism. And lastly, he is an economic
realist who loves our humane, urbane, West European culture, who
wishes to generalize it for modern masses, and who is inspired to
write trenchantly and well. Tories, Liberals and men of no political
abode should read a book into which he has put so much thought
and courage ... his fellow-Socialists need to read it even more.'
graham hutton, Spectator
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Arthur Koestler has divided this volume into three parts: 'Meander-
ings', 'Exhortations*, 'Explanations'. The first two parts consist of
important essays on literature, politics and the problems of our time.
The third part, 'Explorations', contains a well-documented survey of
the Soviet experiment with the conclusions to be derived from it. As
Harold Laski wrote on its first appearance, 'nobody needs to be told
that whatever Mr Koestler writes will be full of insight and written
with an imaginative brilliance that cannot fail to stimulate'.
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*Were I to be asked to choose a single modern book in which the
virtues which I most admire are exemplified, I should, I think, pick
Doughty from the shelf.*—sir arnold wilson, Observer

